The etme Nashuzal 
resident dedicated 57 years 
to nursing career, many 
more as Lae volunteer 
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Having been part of the area since 1942, 
Gertie Goggins has touched the lives of 
many in the community through her work 
as the Camas mill nurse and her volunteer 
work with local organizations. 

Goggins, 85, was born and raised in 
Montana. After graduating from high school 
in 1927, she began her course of study to 
become a nurse and completed her training 
in 1930. 

“T was just out of school in 1930 and on 
my way to post-graduate school in Chi- 
cago, when I thought I'd take a private duty 
case and ended up in Appleton, Wisc.,” 
Goggins, of Washougal, said. “Well I never 
made it to Chicago — the doctor told me 
he’d keep me busy if I stayed — so I did.” 

Goggins said she had always wanted to 
be a nurse ever since her mother had had 
surgery and a private nurse took care of her. 

“T also had an appendix removed, and 
that sealed my decision to become anurse,” 
she said. 

It was while living in Wisconsin that 
- Goggins | met her first husband, Maurie 
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Vancouver. 

“Nurses were scarce becauseall the young 
and unattached ones were serving in the 
service for the war,” Goggins said. “I had 
No intention when we came out to go to 
work, but they needed me and I just stayed 
with it.” 

Goggins said at one point, the couple 
worked opposite shifts from each other and 
they had only one car. “Things could get 
pretty hectic,” she said. 

Through the hectic shifts and raising a 
family, she still found time to volunteer for 
blood drives with American Red Cross. 
When the flood of 1948 happened, she was 
there once again to lend a hand. 

“So many people needed typhoid shots,” 
she said. “We gave shots at churches and 
other public locations.” 

In 1951 Goggins was hit with a family 
tragedy when her husband died of a heart 
attack. With five children to support, the 
youngest 4 months, she went to work full- 
time. 

Goggins married Robert Goggins in 1963, 
we she knew from Wisconsin. He died in 
1977. 

Prior to marrying her second husband, 
Goggins went to work in a non-nursing 
position for the Camas mill in the research 
department for a few years. Goggins was 
told when the mill nurse, who was expected 
to retire, left, the job would be hers. She 
took over the reins of mill nurse in 1955 and 
stayed on until her retirement on May 1, 
1974. 

Currently there is a second generation 
working as the mill nurse, Ellen Kinney, 
Goggins’ daughter. She applied for the job 
and got it after her mother retired. 

“They didn’t know she was my daughter 
because we didn’ thave the same lastname,” 
she said. 

But Goggins didn’t officially retire until 
1987. She worked as a private nurse for 13 


years. 

“I only had one patient for those 13 
years,” Goggins, said. “I went to help out 
fortwo weeks and ended up staying. Ireally 
thought I was going to retire full-time, but 
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Goggins said the reason she decided to 
stop working in 1987 was the result of 
breaking her hip. 

Aside from working as a nurse for 57 
years in a number of different positions — 
floor supervisor, occupational health and 
other roles — Goggins has also been in- 
volved in the Camas-Washougal 
Soroptimist Club since 1957. 

She has served as president of the club a 
number of times and has chaired many 
committees. One of her biggest contribut- 
ing factors to the group is helping to prepare 
meals for the group’s twice-monthly meet- 
ings. One includes a breakfast, while the 
other is a luncheon. 

She also helps organize the household 
sales and other activities the Soroptimist 


club participates in. 
As in the past, Goggins still helps out 
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with the community blood drives. In fact, 
she recently received her 20-year pin from 
American Red Cross for her volunteer ef- 
forts. 

“When I’m around, | always lake home- 
made bread and apple butter for those giv- 
ing blood to have afterwards,” Goggins, 
who has five children, four grandchildren, 
one great-grandchild and another on the 
way, said. 


In addition to all her activities, Goggins — 


also belongs to the Camas- Washougal His- 
torical Society. In fact, her home built in 
1906 is on the Clark ¢ 


Goggins said Eee yockns 
a nurse and being involved in the commu- 
nity. 

“Treally loved nursing, I guess that’s why 
I worked at it for 57 years,” she said. 


